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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. You are invited to fill 

out the registration book that you can find at the end of the pew. We would love the 

opportunity to connect so that we may welcome you more fully.  

 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come 

forward for a blessing.  

 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. This service 

bulletin is the only document you’ll need to participate in this morning’s liturgy. Any hymns 

not printed here may be found in the red worship book in the pews; the hymns are in the 

second half of the book. 

 

Children are always welcome at services. Children’s bulletins and crayons, as well as soft toys 

and story books, are available at the back of the church. Nursery care with trained child-care 

workers is available for infants and toddlers on the lower level. A changing table is located in 

the lower level restroom. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

 

Children’s Church is held on the first Sunday of each month, on special occasions, and each 

week over the summer. After the children’s time, children are invited to follow our Director of 

Children, Youth, and Families to one of the classrooms for a lesson. 

 

Accessibility: Listening devices are available from an usher. If you would like assistance with a 

wheelchair or walker, or if you would like Communion to be brought to you in your pew, 

please see an usher for assistance.  

 

Please join us for Coffee Hour each week immediately following the service in the Fellowship 

Hall directly below the worship space.  

 

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time.  

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

 

    GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

 Selections from Voluntary V, from Ten Voluntaries William Boyce 
     (1711–1779) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the earth 

entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love 

you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors 

in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

When we are laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving us 

☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: 

Rejoice in this good news!  

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”  ELW 684 

 

* GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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* CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the 

cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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    WORD 

FIRST READING  Deuteronomy 30:9–14 

 Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God made with their 

ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s commandment is neither 

burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s own hearts. 

 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the 

fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord 

will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 

when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are 

written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul. 

   Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is 

it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, 

and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” Neither is it beyond the sea, that 

you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that 

we may hear it and observe it?” No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in 

your heart for you to observe. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 25:1–10 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 

triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 

treacherous. 

  Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 

trusted all the day long. 

  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your 

steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

  You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

  All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your 

covenant and your testimonies.  
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SECOND READING Colossians 1:1–14 

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first part of the letter 

is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for 

strength and courage from Paul. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints 

and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father. 

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we 

have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 

because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the 

word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in 

the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it 

and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved 

fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he has made known to 

us your love in the Spirit. 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you 

bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made 

strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared 

to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 

power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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* GOSPEL   Luke 10:25–37 

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. Jesus tells a parable rich 

in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and 

lavish mercy. 

 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He 

answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he 

said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 

  But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 

stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 

going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he 

put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he 

took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I 

come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, 

was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who 

showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME 

 Young children are invited to the front of the sanctuary to hear a message at this time. 

SERMON   Vicar Christephor Gilbert 

 A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”  ELW 716 

 

* APOSTLES’ CREED 

 In response to the Gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church, steadfast and faithful in its mission to proclaim redemption through Christ 

Jesus; for all ministers of the gospel who proclaim that the word is near, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For areas affected by drought or storms; for livestock and fields; for ranchers and farmers; 

and for all stewards of the earth, that as God’s goodness is revealed in creation, we act with 

justice toward all creatures, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For lawyers and advocates; for local, regional, and national governments; and for peace 

throughout the world, that God send gracious and upright leaders to govern with mercy 

and truth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who feel ashamed; for those who find it difficult to trust; for the bereaved and 

sick, that God provide compassionate and loving caregivers to all who suffer, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For our members, Gladys, Lynn, Gloria, Meredith, Louise, Paul, Karma, Janna, and 

Lorraine, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the members of the body of Christ in this place; for those who do good works in our 

midst; for those who are visiting and those who are absent, that the Holy Spirit guide all the 

journeys of our lives, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For our ancestors who have inspired us by their lives of faith, that thankful for their witness, 

we can confidently proclaim our salvation, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 

commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

* PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
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MEAL 

OFFERTORY  

 “Improvisation on ‘Goodness Is Stronger than Evil’”  

      

* OFFERING HYMN 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

 Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to 

share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on 

this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship 

and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created 

fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 

Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be 

adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. We 

remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of 

the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 

Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your 

arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a 

living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.  

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 

needy, and fill us with your blessing until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we 

feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O 

God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Vater unser…, Padre nuestro…, Notre Père…,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please come forward via the center aisle at the 

direction of the ushers. The Pastor and the Vicar will distribute the bread. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request. The first cup of wine is for drinking, the second for intinction (dipping), and 

the trays have individual glasses of red wine and grape juice. Those not receiving the bread and wine 

may come forward for a blessing. If you are unable to come to the front, please notify an usher and 

Communion will be brought to you. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  

 “As We Gather at Your Table”  ELW 522 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil”  ELW 721 

 

* TABLE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 
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* POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Let us pray. 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 

with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 

love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth 

you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

 Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.  

 Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN   

 “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”  ELW 722 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 Voluntary III, from Six Voluntaries   John Beckwith 
     (1750–1809) 
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SERVING THE LORD IN  

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

    Pastor Ross Goodman Presider 

    Vicar Christephor Gilbert Preacher 

    Ryan Patten Pianist 

    Eric Haugen Deacon 

    Leila Topi Acolyte 

    TBD Lector 

    Jennifer WarrParker and Kim Fechtel Altar Guild 

    TBD Ushers 

    The Sniffen Family Coffee Hour 

    TBD Tellers 

 

 

 

You are invited to take this bulletin home for reflection on the service.  

If you prefer to leave it behind, please place it in the basket in the Narthex  

and it will be recycled.  

 

 

This week’s announcements may be found in a separate document available in the Narthex. 

To have the weekly announcements e-mailed to you, please visit stpaularlington.org and scroll to the 

bottom of the page to sign up for “St. Paul’s Weekly Update”, or like us on Facebook! 
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

 

ST. PAUL STAFF 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Christephor Gilbert, Vicar 

Ryan Patten, Director of Music & Organist, and Interim Parish Administrator 

Kourtni Patten, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Thursday 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
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