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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. You are invited to fill 

out the registration book that you can find at the end of the pew. We would love the 

opportunity to connect so that we may welcome you more fully.  

 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come 

forward for a blessing.  

 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy. Any hymns not printed here 

may be found in the red worship book in the pews; the hymns are in the second half of the 

book. The hymns are also available from the ushers as a separate bulletin. 

 

Children are always welcome at services. Children’s bulletins and crayons, as well as soft toys 

and story books, are available at the back of the church. Nursery care with trained child-care 

workers is available for infants and toddlers on the lower level. A changing table is located in 

the lower level restroom. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

 

Children’s Church is held each week over the summer. After the children’s time, children are 

invited to follow our Director of Children, Youth, and Families to one of the classrooms for a 

lesson. They will return for Communion. 

 

Accessibility: Listening devices are available from an usher. If you would like assistance with a 

wheelchair or walker, or if you would like Communion to be brought to you in your pew, 

please see an usher for assistance.  

 

Please join us for Coffee Hour each week immediately following the service in the Fellowship 

Hall directly below the worship space.  

 

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

 

    GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

 Préambule   Louis Vierne 
     (1870–1937) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the earth 

entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love 

you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors 

in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

When we are laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving us 

☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: 

Rejoice in this good news!  

Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Faith of Our Fathers”  ELW 813 

* GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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* CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your 

zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, 

and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

    WORD 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 23:23–29 

 Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading 

distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who 

misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 

m I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places 

so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I 

have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have 

dreamed, I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—

those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to 

make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their 

ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let 

the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with 

wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks 

a rock in pieces? 

 The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 82 

God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment in the midst of the 

gods: 

  “How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked? 

Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy; 

  rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; all the 

foundations of the earth are shaken. 

  Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High; 

nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.’” 

  Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own.  

  

A 
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SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29–12:2 

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of 

trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we 

have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance. 

y faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 

Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after 

they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with 

those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking 

and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were 

sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, 

be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 

that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake 

of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken 

his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

B 
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* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

* GOSPEL   Luke 12:49–56 

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The 

way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 

esus said:] “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 

completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and 

two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, 

‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 

‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret 

the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present 

time?” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME 

 Young children are invited to the front of the sanctuary to hear a message at this time. 

SERMON   Vicar Christephor Gilbert 

 A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

  

[J 



 9 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “What Wondrous Love Is This”  ELW 666 

* APOSTLES’ CREED 

 In response to the Gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you have given us your word. Like a fire, kindle its flame within and among us. 

Empower us for the work of breaking down walls, reconciling the divided, and building 

faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

You formed the furthest reaches of the universe, yet your spirit dwells within each life. Be 

the companion and keeper of every creature, and redeem all your creation in Christ. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

You rise up to rule the nations. Bless grassroots movements and guide elected officials. 

Teach the nations to be good neighbors to each other. Inspire us all to share food, land, 

knowledge, and our arts for the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

You rescue those in any need. Be with surgeons, nurses, and all medical personnel who care 

for the sick. Shelter all who need homes and feed all who are hungry. Comfort those who 

are bereaved. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for the members of this church, especially Gladys, Gloria, Janna, Karma, Lorraine, 

Louise, Lynn, Meredith, and Paul.  Lord in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
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We thank you for the friendship, community, and witness of those gathered here today. 

Send us out to welcome those estranged from family or experiencing difficult separations. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Be with us in the tragedies and 

troubles of this world, and join us and all the saints with Christ in perfect joy. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power 

of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

* PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

    MEAL 

OFFERTORY  

 Improvisation 

* OFFERING HYMN 
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* OFFERING PRAYER 

 Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to 

share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on 

this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen.  

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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oly, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please come forward via the center aisle at the 

direction of the ushers. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. The first cup of wine is for 

drinking, the second for intinction (dipping), and the trays have individual glasses of red wine and 

grape juice. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come forward for a blessing. If you are 

unable to come to the front, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 

  

H 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  

 “By Gracious Powers”  ELW 626 

* TABLE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Let us pray. 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 

with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 

love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth 

you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

 Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.  

 Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN   

 “If God My Lord Be for Me”  ELW 788 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 Sortie, from Heures mystiques, Op. 29, No. 1  Léon Boëllmann 
     (1862–1897) 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

    Vicar Christephor Gilbert Presider and Preacher 

    Ryan Patten Organist 

    Kim Fechtel Deacon 

    Aislin Devaney Acolyte 

    Eileen Moyer Lector 

    Taryn Walsh and Jennifer WarrParker Altar Guild 

    TBD Ushers 

    The Oliver Family Coffee Hour 

    Eric Vermilya and Kim Fechtel Tellers 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to take this bulletin home for reflection on the service 

and as a reminder of the announcements. If you prefer to leave it behind,  

please place it in the basket in the Narthex and it will be recycled.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Below are highlights from our announcements this week. For more information, please see our Weekly 

Update email. You can subscribe from our website (stpaularlington.org—click SUBSCRIBE in the 

navigation menu at the top of the page) or like us on Facebook! Please send announcements via email to 

parishadmin@stpaularlington.org by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in the coming Sunday’s bulletin. 

Announcements received after that will be published the following week. 

CHURCH NEWS 

Congregational Meeting | On Sunday, September 8, we will gather after the 9:30am service to 

vote on selling one of our wireless carrier contracts to help pay off our mortgage.  

Vicar Christephor’s Last Sunday | Bid farewell to Vicar Christephor who will be with us as our 

Vicar for the last time next week (August 25)!  

ELCA Churchwide Assembly | Last week over 900 Lutherans from across the Church gathered 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for the Churchwide Assembly. For more on what happened during 

the event and what decisions and resolutions were made, see our Weekly Update! 

Parish Administrator Position | Our search for a part-time Parish Administrator continues. If 

you or someone you know may be interested, contact Paul Ricci: pjaricci@yahoo.com.  

Presiding at Today’s Service | As part of his formation, Vicar Christephor Gilbert has been 

authorized by Bishop Jim Hazelwood of the New England Synod to preside over Holy 

Communion. Pastor Goodman is in North Dakota this weekend at a family funeral. 
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

 

ST. PAUL STAFF 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Christephor Gilbert, Vicar 

Ryan Patten, Director of Music & Organist, and Interim Parish Administrator 

Kourtni Patten, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Thursday 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
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