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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 

Building-wide Covid-19 Protocol Update: Aligning with CDC recommendations, the Church 

Council decided that wearing masks is optional at St. Paul starting Sunday, August 14. The Council will 

continue to use Federal CDC and local Board of Health guidelines to help shape our worship decisions 

going forward. 

The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 

cooperation in showing love to our neighbors.  

Masks: Optional 

Ventilation: Windows will remain open while the building is in use. Please remember to dress 

accordingly. Coffee Hour will be held outdoors.  

Singing: Fully vaccinated attendees are welcome to sing at 10:30. We continue this fall with 8:15 

Service of the Word with no singing. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                                              Canon in D 

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 

 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

 “God Is Here”  ELW 526 

 

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE (spoken at 8:15) 

 

continued on the next page 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE:  Above the Hills the Angel Hosts 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, 

bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.   
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WORD 

FIRST READING Habakkuk 1:1—4; 2:1—4 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How 

can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers 

by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 

 

he oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

 

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 

 and you will not listen? 

Or cry to you “Violence!” 

 and you will not save? 

Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

 and look at trouble? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

 strife and contention arise. 

So the law becomes slack 

 and justice never prevails. 

The wicked surround the righteous— 

 therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

I will stand at my watchpost, 

 and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

 and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Then the Lord answered me and said: 

Write the vision; 

 make it plain on tablets, 

 so that a runner may read it. 

For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

 it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

 it will surely come, it will not delay. 

Look at the proud! 

 Their spirit is not right in them, 

 but the righteous live by their faith. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

T 
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PSALM 37:1—9 

Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord. (Ps. 37:5) 

 

 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 

  and like the green grass fade away. 

 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; 

  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 

 Take delight in the Lord, 

  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  

 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, 

  and see what God will do. 

 The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 

 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 

 For evildoers shall be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.  

 

SECOND READING       2 Timothy 1 : 1—14 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship 

and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise 

that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

aul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is 

in Christ Jesus, 

 To Timothy, my beloved child: 

 Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when 

I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see 

you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first 

in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this 

reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 

hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 

and of self-discipline. 

 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us 

with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. 

This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed 

P 
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through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 

the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day 

what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 

from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to 

you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

* GOSPEL                   Luke 17 : 5—10 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of 

discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their 

identity rather than works seeking reward. 
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he apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would 

you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me 

while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing 

what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to 

do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Ross Goodman 

SERMON    Pastor Ross Goodman 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Come Down O Love Divine” ELW 804 

 

T 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for your holy church in every place, including Sichem Temple and the Cambridge 

Korean Presbyterian Church with whom we share this sacred space, and for those who 

serve following the example of Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of 

your gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster especially Puerto Rico, The Dominican 

Republic, Cuba, and Florida. Relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, 

earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in 

all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect 

those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick, especially Anne-Louise, Beverly, Dan, Dan, 
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Ed, Elna, Janna, Jeffrey, John, Lois, Lisa, Lynn, Meredith, and Roberta and those suffering 

from the physical effects of COVID and the mental and spiritual toll of the Pandemic. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire 

councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your 

love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died, especially 

Francis of Assisi, Theodor Fliedner, William Tyndale, and Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 

whom we commemorate today. Bring us all to eternal life with you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 

and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

* PEACE  

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

ANTHEM 

* OFFERING HYMN 
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* OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what you have 

entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to 

the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Individual communion kits are available in the trays 

located in the center of the sanctuary. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“A River Flows Through Babylon”  ACS 1053 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen. 

* POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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 * PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

May God bless and keep us. May God’s face shine on us and be gracious. May God look on 

us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 

Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

* SENDING HYMN  

“Go My Children, With My Blessing” ELW 543 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                             Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772): Le Coucou 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are given by  

the MacAuley Family in celebration of the marriage of  

Jennifer MacAuley to Stephen Schlesinger 

on October 1, 2022. 
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Fall Adult Forums Schedule 

Sundays at 9:30* am in the Fellowship Hall 

September 18   Meet our new pastoral intern Emmanuel Correa Vazquez 

September 25   Covid Conversations: Grief, Coping and Changes 

October 2    Guest Rabbi Susan Harris introduction to the Hebrew Prophets 

October 9   Prophets and current events 

October 16   In lieu of Adult Forum there is a Potluck Breakfast showcasing  

   ministry opportunities.** 

October 23  Vicar Emmanuel  presents on "Liberation Theology Revisited." 

October 30   "Options for Death: Medical Aid in Dying" with Pastor Liz Senft 

*new starting time is 9:30 am 

**October 16 Breakfast Potluck 

We'll gather for during the typical Education Hour at 9:30 showcasing the different groups that help 

make our church run. As we are moving back to our more traditional activities at church, we look to 

the members of the congregation to help make these activities run. We ask our members to think 

about what they might be able to do to help our community. Go to the Weekly Email or (https:// 

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eafaa2da4fe3-ministry) to sign up to bring breakfast goodies. 

Lectors 

Serving as lector is a great way to participate in the life of the church. Bearing witness to your faith 

by reading aloud from Scripture can be a quite moving experience. Each Sunday at the 10:30 service 

the lector reads the Old and New Testament readings to the congregation. Also, the lector leads the 

prayers of intercession and, on Sundays when the choir is off, reads the psalms responsively with 

the congregation. Contact John Turner for details: johnnoelturner@yahoo.com. 

 

Choir 

Please join us for our practices on Thursdays at 7:30 pm and on Sundays at 9:45 am at the choir loft. 

The choir sings at the 10:30 am service. Contact Ana Zecic Jeffers, our Music Director for more 

information: anazecic.yahoo.com. 

 

Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild of St. Paul is responsible for preparing the worship space incorporating ceremonial 

objects and procedures established by tradition and service. Marie Breitenbach leads this group, 

which includes: Kim Fechtel, Eileen Moyer, Kelli Oliver, Jennifer Parker, Aurelio Ramirez, Taryn 

Walsh and Lydia Zuehsow. Teams of two are scheduled for each Sunday, each person generally 

serving 2 times a month in addition to group get togethers for special tasks during Holy Week and 

Christmas. New members are initially paired with veteran members to give time to learn the steps 

involved in set up and clean up. If the opportunity to demonstrate reverence for the sacred and 

decorative aspects of worship is appealing, you are invited to check out participation in the Altar 

Guild. Contact Marie Breitenbach mbreiten14@gmail.com. 

 

Ushers 

Our Ushers greet people, pass out bulletins, and help during communion. If you, or your child or 

youth would like to help out some Sundays, contact the interim parish administrator, Jennifer White 

at parishadminstpaularlington.org.  
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