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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 

Building-wide Covid-19 Protocol Update: Aligning with CDC recommendations, the Church 

Council decided that wearing masks is optional at St. Paul. The Council will continue to use Federal 

CDC and local Board of Health guidelines to help shape our worship decisions going forward. 

The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 

cooperation in showing love to our neighbors.  

Masks: Masking is still optional. Two windows will be open in the back of the sanctuary on 

the lectern side for air circulation. Windows may be closed in extreme weather 

circumstances. 

Singing:  There is singing at both Worship Services.  
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

 

    GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE                                                                           
 

WELCOME 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 

may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

“O God, Who Gives Us Life”                                                                                  ACS 1086 

 

* GREETING        

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you. 
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* KYRIE 
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* HYMN OF PRAISE 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon 

us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will 

live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this 

vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

he hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the Lord.” 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 

a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

T 
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live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will 

put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

PSALM 130    

The beginning of the psalm is sung by the cantor with the congregation singing the bold verses, 

responsively. 

 

    Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O Lord; 

 O Lord, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O Lord, | who could stand? 

 Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared.  

 I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

  with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins.  
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SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our 

actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus 

from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

o set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—

indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 

* GOSPEL           John 11:1-45 
  

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 

friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

 

ow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 

her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 

ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 

glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

T 

N 
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 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 

will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 

was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 

glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask 

of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 

are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 

out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When 

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the 

Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not 

tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always 

hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead 

man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
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 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 

in him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Ross Goodman 

SERMON Pastor Ross Goodman

      “When Jesus Arrives Late” 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “Christ Is The Life”  ACS 927 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION              

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our partnerships 

with our companion churches around the globe, and bless the work of missionaries who 

accompany them. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need 

of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and 

the air all around. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind nations 

and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels 

of government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness, 

we especially pray for Beverly, Dan, Ed, Elna, Janna, Jeffrey, Lois, Lisa, Lynn, Owen, 

Meredith, Susan, and Roberta. You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths 

of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation 

and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, 

we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love, especially renewer of the 

church Hans Nielsen Hauge, and the poet John Donne. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

* PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

  

MEAL 

OFFERING    

        
Givelify QR code to scan for offering 

 

 

ANTHEM                                              

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You 

call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, 

renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn:  

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from 

the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the 

death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 

and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

ARAMAIC 

Abwoon d'bwashmaya, 

Nethqadash shmakh, 

Teytey malkuthakh. 

Nehwey tzevyanach aykanna d'bwashmaya aph 

b'arha. 

Hawvlan lachma d'sunqanan yaomana. 

Washboqlan khaubayn (wakhtahayn) 

aykana daph khnan shbwoqan l'khayyabayn. 

Wela tahlan l'nesyuna. 

Ela patzan min bisha. 

Metol dilakhie malkutha wahayla 

wateshbukhta l'ahlam almin. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  

* COMMUNION HYMN 

“What Feast of Love”                                                                                                       ELW 487 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, 

 ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

And the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

Bless you in the Lenten journey. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN   

 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  ELW 325 

 
 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE                          
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

and UPCOMING HAPPENINGS  

at SAINT PAUL 

 
 

 
ADULT FORUM | Sunday, February 26 throughout Lent 

Beginning February 26 throughout Lent we will have an in-depth study of the events of Holy Week. 

We will be using the book “Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Amy Jill Levine. We have the book for 

distribution. We will also look at traditions associated with Holy Week throughout history. 

EASTER FLOWERS ORDERING | Before Sunday, March 26 

Order forms for Easter Flowers that will decorate the altar (and can be taken home after the 

10:30 service are available in the Upper Narthex. Lilies, Hyacinths and Mums are available ($9-

$13 dollars). A dedication may be printed in the bulletin. Please complete your order by noon 

on Sunday, March 26.  

SUMMER CAMP AT CAMP CALUMET, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

Calumet Registration is here!  Calumet is the camp run through the ELCA's New England 

Synod.  It is a wonderful co-ed camp on Ossipee Lake in New Hampshire.  Many of our youth 

will be attending as campers or working as Counselors.  You can register here: 

https://www.calumet.org. St. Paul does a retreat each summer there.  Mark your calendars, as 

ours will be August 18-August 20.  More information to follow.  

EASTER POTLUCKS SIGN UP 

Join us for our traditional celebrations at St. Paul: Saturday Night we have a wonderful Easter 

Vigil Service, followed by a dessert Potluck in the Fellowship Hall.  Don't Miss the Chocolate 

Fountain! On Easter morning, we enjoy an opportunity to celebrate Easter together and 

reconnect with our community. It runs from 9:30-10:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Go 

to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eafaa2da4fe3-easter#/ to sign up or sign up with the 

clipboard in the Upper Narthex. 

  

https://www.calumet.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eafaa2da4fe3-easter#/
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