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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 
is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 
confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 
directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 
Building-wide Covid-19 Protocol Update: Aligning with CDC recommendations, the Church 
Council decided at our last council meeting to recommend that masks be worn at St. Paul starting 
Sunday, May 15.  Mask wearing will still be optional.  The 8:15am service will not have singing.  The 
Council will continue to use federal CDC and local board of health guidelines to help shape our worship 
decisions going forward. 

The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed moving 
forward.  

Masks: Recommended. 

Ventilation: Windows will remain open while the building is in use. Please remember to dress 
accordingly. Coffee Hour will be held outdoors after the 10:30am service.  

Singing: Fully vaccinated attendees are welcome to sing at the 10:30am service. There will be no 
singing at the 8:15am service. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 
When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 
The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

 “Heures Mystiques Messe 4: Offertoire”  Leon Boellman  
     (1862-1897) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Come Down, O Love Divine”  ELW 804 

 

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from 
your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love 
one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  



 7 

WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15 

uring the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, 

we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us 
to proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat 
down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When 
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 67 

 
 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  
 Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  

  

D 



 8 

SECOND READING Revelation 21:10,22-22:5 

nd in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And 
the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will 
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of 
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there 
any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 
him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no 
more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they 
will reign forever and ever. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

* GOSPEL John 14:23-29 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

esus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 

Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not 
mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You 
heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you 

A 

J 
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would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I 
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME at 10:30am only Pastor Liz Senft 

SERMON    Pastor Liz Senft  

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” ELW 816 
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*NICENE CREED 

In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. 
Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who 
are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed 
all living things. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert 
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble 
authority. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace, especially Anne-Louise, 
Beverly, Bob, Carolyn, Dan, Ed, Elna, Heikki, Janna, Jeffrey, John, Lois, Lorraine, Lisa, 
Lynn, Meredith, Phyllis, Roberta, and Tom. Create places filled with hospitality where 
hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people 
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people. 
Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and 
welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died when 
we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

* PEACE  
 The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 “A Psalm of Benediction”  Patricia Mock arr. Faye Lopez  
       

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and 
you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your 
wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from 
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the 
death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER 

Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
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COMMUNION HYMN 

" When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul)” ELW 785 

 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven 
and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN  

"My Life Flows On in Endless Song” ELW 763
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* DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 “Heures Mystiques Messe 4: Sortie Toccatina” Leon Boellman  
     (1862-1897) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Below are highlights from our announcements this week. For more information, please see our 

Weekly Update email. You can subscribe from our website (stpaularlington.org—click SUBSCRIBE in 
the navigation menu at the top of the page) or like us on Facebook! Please send announcements via email 

to parishadmin@stpaularlington.org by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in the coming Sunday’s 
bulletin. Announcements received after that will be published the following week. 

 
Adult Forum | Sundays at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall 
May 22 | Bible Study on the Easter Readings from Acts with the Pastors 
*Adult Forums resume on Sunday, September 11, 2022.  
 
Millennial/Gen-Z Adult Fellowship Group will be meeting on Sunday, May 22, 1pm at 
Robbins Hill Farm Park (“Skyline Park”) to make kites! There will be snacks and drinks. RSVP 
to Vicar Roger at stpaularlingtonvicar@gmail.com. 
 
Choir is back! All are welcome to join the St. Paul Choir. Rehearsals are Thursdays, 7:30pm. 
 
CYF Update: Sunday School is back in-person and outdoors for grades 1 & 2, 3 & 4, and 5-7. 
Masks are optional. Mark your calendar for these upcoming CYF events: 

• Sunday, May 29: Children's Drop-in Choir during the Learning Hour. In place of 
Sunday School, we will be hosting a Children's Choir to sing during the 10:30am Service.  
Come at 9:15am to learn the song and practice before the performance. 

o *No Sunday School on Sunday, May 29. Come sing instead! 
• Sunday, May 29 and Sunday, June 5: Confirmation  
• Sunday, June 19, 11:30-1:30pm: Mark your calendars: End of Year BBQ for Luther 

League and Flock students and families 
• Saturday, June 25: Playground meetup for our youngest members! Come to one of the 

local playgrounds and meet some of the other St. Paul families. 9:30-11:00. Location TBD 
• St. Paul Retreat at Calumet is August 19-21, 2022 

 
St Paul at 100: Save the Date, June 12, 2022 

• 10am Remarks 
• 10:30am Worship  
• 11:45am Food and Fellowship 

 
Call for Acolytes!  As we return to in-person services, we are looking to welcome back Acolytes 
and expand this form of service in our church to all who feel called to participate in this way. 
Please contact either Vicar Roger (stpaularlingtonvicar@gmail.com) or Sarah 
(stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com) to let us know to put you on the schedule. No experience 
necessary, and open to all who are age 10 or older!   
 
Sponsoring Chancel Flowers: Flowers are "back in bloom" at St. Paul. Sign up for individual 
Sundays on the Flower charts in the Upper Narthex. Sign-ups for a specific Sunday must be 
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made two weeks in advance. To place a dedication in the worship bulletin, complete the flower 
dedication form in the Narthex no later than the Wednesday before the sponsoring Sunday. 
Flowers cost $40.00.  
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 
www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate 
W. Roger Randolph III, Vicar 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 
Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 
Sarah Carter, Interim CYF Director 

Toni Sacco, Interim Parish Administrator  
Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

Church Council 
Peter Hedlund, President 

Elizabeth Heichler, Vice-President 
Eric Haugen, Treasurer 
Kerri Frick, Secretary 

Norma Ofsthun, Financial Officer 
Mark Olson, Financial Officer 

Monique Airasian 
Kristen Anderson 

Kevin Kreutter 
Kelli Oliver 

Julia A. B. Pearson 
Bob Sniffen 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday, 9am–3pm 
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