SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

July 55, 7875
ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.
We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity
is in Christ.
Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this
confession and receive the Sacrament.
We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.
New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism,
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be
directed to the Church Office at MNO-PQP-MMMR or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org.

COVID-5F PROTOCOLS
The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed throughout
the summer.
Arriving: Please park in the lower lot or on neighboring streets as we will use the space beside
the building to gather. We will reserve a few upper lot spaces near Rhinecliﬀ Street for those
who need to be nearer the gathering space. Come a bit early to set up your own chair or use a
metal folding chair provided. Bring a hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as you may be facing the
morning sun. We will use the church sound system to help with hearing as we spread out.
When you arrive, ﬁnd the table to pick up a bulletin and self-contained communion elements.
Masks and Social Distancing: Masks are required as we gather and assemble in socially
distanced seating, and for all singing. There will be no physical sharing of the peace!
Coﬀee Hour: Coﬀee, juice boxes, and other goodies will be spread out for coﬀee hour for those
who want to stay for fellowship.
Cover image: Bob Thompson (O[RM–O[PP), Salome’s Dance or Feast of Herod (O[PO)
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING
WELCOME
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
diﬀer from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take oﬀense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us
again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us
for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN
“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING

Amos M:M–Oj

T

his is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do
you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am seming a plumb line in
the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall
be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all
his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go
into exile away from his land.’”
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, ﬂee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread
there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary,
and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the ﬂock,
and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM Nj:N–OR
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and
to those who turn their hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our
land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each
other.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from
heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway.
SECOND READING

Ephesians O:R–OQ

B

lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the
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mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were
the ﬁrst to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* GOSPEL

Mark P:OQ–r[

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

K

ing Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this
reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It
is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had
a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,
he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and oﬃcers and for the leaders of
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And
he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my
kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The
head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a plamer.” The king was deeply
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went
and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a plamer, and gave it to the girl. Then
the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his
body, and laid it in a tomb.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Pastor Ross Goodman

SERMON

Pastor Ross Goodman
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* HYMN OF THE DAY
“Let Justice Flow like Streams”

* APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself.
Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem us
from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain,
and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in
our own day. Protect those who speak diﬃcult truths when it is risky to do so. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of strength, you are near to those who endure diﬃculty. Comfort all who are survivors
of violence, especially the citizens of Haiti as they confront new unrest in their homeland.
We pray for the members of Sichem Temple who have family there. Continue to guard the
refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of prejudice and
discrimination. We pray especially for the needs of Aurelio, Beverly, Dan, Ed, Elna, Janna,
Jeﬀrey, John, Karma, Lois, Lorraine, Lynn, Meredith, Paul, Roni. Be their comfort and
strength. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray especially
for those whose eﬀorts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for commimees like the Altar
Guild and Church Council, for maintenance worker, Dennis, for business administrator,
Paul, for Ryan running tech during services, and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be oﬀered.
We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith. We
remember those in this community who have recently died and pray especially for those
lives lost in the Florida apartment collapse. United with them as God’s children, assure us
that we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.
* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
* OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
* GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with
every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suﬀer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
church, without end.
Amen.
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* LORD’S PRAYER
Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you ﬁrst learned it, or in one of these translations:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine.
* TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.
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SENDING
* BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you
now and forever.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* SENDING HYMN
“God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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[r[ Concord Turnpike
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ST. PAUL STAFF
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor
The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate
Abby Johnson, Vicar
Ryan Pamen, Director of Music & Organist
Kourtni Pamen, Director of Children, Youth, & Families
Paul Ricci, Business Administrator
Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager

OFFICE HOURS
Closed until further notice.
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