EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

July 67, 9:96
ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.
We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity
is in Christ.
Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this
confession and receive the Sacrament.
We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.
New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism,
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be
directed to the Church Office at MNO-PQP-MMMR or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org.

COVID-6G PROTOCOLS
The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed throughout
the summer.
Arriving: Please park in the lower lot or on neighboring streets as we will use the space beside
the building to gather. We will reserve a few upper lot spaces near Rhinecliﬀ Street for those
who need to be nearer the gathering space. Come a bit early to set up your own chair or use a
metal folding chair provided. Bring a hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as you may be facing the
morning sun. We will use the church sound system to help with hearing as we spread out.
When you arrive, ﬁnd the table to pick up a bulletin and self-contained communion elements.
Masks and Social Distancing: Masks are required as we gather and assemble in socially
distanced seating, and for all singing. There will be no physical sharing of the peace!
Coﬀee Hour: Coﬀee, juice boxes, and other goodies will be spread out for coﬀee hour for those
who want to stay for fellowship.
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING
WELCOME
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
diﬀer from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take oﬀense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us
again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us
for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and
protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice
and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Jeremiah eR:O–P

W

oe to the shepherds who destroy and scager the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scagered my ﬂock, and have driven them away,
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and you have not agended to them. So I will agend to you for your evil doings, says the
Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my ﬂock out of all the lands where I have
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply.
I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And
this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM eR
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
SECOND READING

Ephesians e:OO–ee

R

emember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the ﬂesh by human
hands—remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far oﬀ have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his ﬂesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus puging to death that hostility through it.
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far oﬀ and peace to those who were
near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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* GOSPEL

Mark P:Rk–RQ, lR–lP

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

T

he apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in
the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized
them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region
and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went,
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that
they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Vicar Abby Johnson

SERMON

Vicar Abby Johnson
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* HYMN OF THE DAY
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”

* APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we oﬀer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.
Tend your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their proclamation of
the gospel. Raise up new leaders and encourage those pursuing a call to ministry. Embolden
all the baptized to embody your love and justice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Restore your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all farm
animals and livestock. Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that oﬀer refreshment. Revive
lands recovering from natural disasters and protect coastlands threatened by rising oceans.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us strangers to one
another and unite us as one human family. Equip leaders to deal wisely with conﬂict and
guide diplomats who seek peaceful solutions. We pray especially for Haiti and Sichem
Temple as they face unrest in their home country. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heal your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all who are
afraid or feel lost. Give rest to those who are weary, comfort to those who are grieving, and
recovery to those who are ill. We pray especially for the needs of Aurelio, Beverly, Dan, Ed,
Elna, Janna, Jeﬀrey, John, Karma, Lois, Lorraine, Lynn, Meredith, Paul, Roni. Be their
comfort and strength. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Nourish this congregation, O God. Prepare a table where we receive food for our hungering
spirits. Renew our commitment to provide for one another and revitalize our ministries of
feeding and nurturing hungry neighbors. We pray especially for those who beneﬁt from
ELCA World Hunger and bless this St. Paul donation from our cookbook. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be oﬀered.
You lead us home, O God. We give thanks for all who have died, now citizens with the
saints. As you have received them into your heavenly home, so welcome all of us to dwell in
your house forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, conﬁdent in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
* OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
* GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with
every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suﬀer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
church, without end.
Amen.
* LORD’S PRAYER
Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you ﬁrst learned it, or in one of these translations:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine.
* TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.
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SENDING
* BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you
now and forever.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* SENDING HYMN
“Build a Longer Table”

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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oeo Concord Turnpike
Arlington, Massachusegs keQMP
Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Oﬃce Phone: MNO-PQP-MMMR

ST. PAUL STAFF
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor
The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate
Abby Johnson, Vicar
Ryan Pagen, Director of Music & Organist
Kourtni Pagen, Director of Children, Youth, & Families
Paul Ricci, Business Administrator
Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager

OFFICE HOURS
Closed until further notice.
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