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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 
is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 
confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 
directed to the Church Office at MNO-PQP-MMMR or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-9G PROTOCOLS 
 
The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed throughout 
the summer.  

Arriving: Please park in the lower lot or on neighboring streets as we will use the space beside 
the building to gather. We will reserve a few upper lot spaces near Rhinecliff Street for those 
who need to be nearer the gathering space. Come a bit early to set up your own chair or use a 
metal folding chair provided. Bring a hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as you may be facing the 
morning sun. We will use the church sound system to help with hearing as we spread out. 
When you arrive, find the table to pick up a bulletin and self-contained communion elements.  

Masks and Social Distancing: Masks are required as we gather and assemble in socially 
distanced seating, and for all singing. There will be no physical sharing of the peace! 

Coffee Hour: Coffee, juice boxes, and other goodies will be spread out for coffee hour for those 
who want to stay for fellowship. 

 

  



 3 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 
At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy. 

 Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.  

 God, our provider, 
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us 
again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us 
for life in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 
of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of 
heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
FIRST READING e Kings Q:Qe–QQ 

 man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man 
of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it 

to the people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred 
people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 
‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, 
according to the word of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OQk:Ol–ON 

All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 
that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 
You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 

SECOND READING Ephesians R:OQ–eO 

or this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 

that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in 
love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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* GOSPEL John P:O–eO 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

esus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large 
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus 

went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival 
of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus 
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, 
for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages 
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a limle.” One of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” 
Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in 
all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told 
his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had 
eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 
began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across 
the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea 
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or 
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 
terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into 
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Liz Senft 

SERMON Pastor Liz Senft 
  

J 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast” 

 

* APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations, especially 
that of Sichem Temple and Cambridge Korean Presbyterian Church. Empower churches 
throughout the world and encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle 
in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of those 
enduring sweltering heat and wildfires. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the 
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nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and instruct 
those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision of the 
common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. We pray especially 
for those around the world who continue to suffer from Covid-Op and for those who do not 
have the privileged access to healthcare or vaccines. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health 
insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing. 
We pray especially for the needs of Aurelio, Beverly, Dan, Ed, Elna, Janna, Jeffrey, John, 
Karma, Lois, Lorraine, Lynn, Meredith, Paul, Roni.  Be their comfort and strength. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in need. 
When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of your 
abundance. Guide us in generosity and faithfulness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, so 
dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, the love 
of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

* PEACE  

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 And also with you. 

MEAL 
* OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. 
Amen. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER 

Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In 
your name we pray. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
* BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN  

 “Praise and Thanksgiving” 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
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