SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

September 89, 9;98
ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.
We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity
is in Christ.
Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this
confession and receive the Sacrament.
We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.
New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism,
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be
directed to the Church Office at MNO-PQP-MMMR or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org.

COVID-8I PROTOCOLS
The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed throughout
the summer.
Arriving: Please park in the lower lot or on neighboring streets as we will use the space beside
the building to gather. We will reserve a few upper lot spaces near Rhinecliﬀ Street for those
who need to be nearer the gathering space. Come a bit early to set up your own chair or use a
metal folding chair provided. Bring a hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as you may be facing the
morning sun. We will use the church sound system to help with hearing as we spread out.
When you arrive, ﬁnd the table to pick up a bulletin and self-contained communion elements.
Masks and Social Distancing: Masks are required as we gather and assemble in socially
distanced seating, and for all singing. There will be no physical sharing of the peace!
Coﬀee Hour: Coﬀee, juice boxes, and other goodies will be spread out for coﬀee hour for those
who want to stay for fellowship.
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING
WELCOME
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God our comforter,
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn
our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and
greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead
us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life.
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah de:Q–ha

T

he Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spijing.
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face
like ﬂint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront
me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM OOP:O–h
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,
for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called.
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief
and sorrow.
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
The Lord watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has dealt well with you.
For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from
stumbling;
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.
SECOND READING

James R:O–Ol

N

ot many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check
with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their
whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small ﬁre! And the tongue is a ﬁre. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on ﬁre the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on ﬁre by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with
it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing
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and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a ﬁg tree, my brothers and sisters,
yield olives, or a grapevine ﬁgs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* GOSPEL

Mark N:lM–RN

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
Jesus
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suﬀering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are sejing your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it proﬁt them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Vicar W. Roger Randolph III

SERMON

Vicar W. Roger Randolph III
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* HYMN OF THE DAY
“Take Up Your Cross”

* APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word.
Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and
shared. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands
devastated by tornadoes, ﬂoods, ﬁres, and other disasters, especially in the wake of the
hurricane Ida and the earthquake in Haiti. Restore forests and curb overﬂowing waters.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in
danger, especially refugees from Afghanistan. Strengthen all the agencies and places of
welcome to help meet the complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they
face many challenges. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed.
Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire us
to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forming God, you gather this community together as well as the Cambridge Korean
Presbyterian Church and the Sichem Temple. Shape our communal life, that in our prayer,
praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements
civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustaining God, you support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership
and ministries of this congregation. We pray especially for the needs of Aurelio, Beverly,
Dan, Ed, Elna, Janna, Jeﬀ, Jeﬀrey, John, Karma, Lois, Lorraine, Lynn, Meredith, and Paul.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be oﬀered.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you
thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace, especially those who died in the ajacks
of September OO, leeO. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
* OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have ﬁrst given us. Unite them with the oﬀering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
* GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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* LORD’S PRAYER
Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you ﬁrst learned it, or in one of these translations:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (Said by online aDendees.)
The ancient tradition of Spiritual Communion reminds us that when it is not possible to be
present at the table, the desire to be united to Christ in the sacrament is enough for God to
grant all the spiritual beneﬁts of communion.
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your church where
your blessed body and blood are oﬀered this day, we long to oﬀer you praise and
thanksgiving. We believe that you are truly present in the bread and the cup, and since
we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts. We unite
ourselves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let
nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine.
* TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
* BLESSING
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suﬀering world. The holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* SENDING HYMN
“Praise and Thanks and Adoration”

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
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ST. PAUL STAFF
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor
The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate
W. Roger Randolph III, Vicar
Ryan Pajen, Director of Music & Organist
Kourtni Pajen, Director of Children, Youth, & Families
Paul Ricci, Business Administrator
Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager

OFFICE HOURS
Closed until further notice.
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