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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 
toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 
is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 
Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 
confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 
bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 
membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 
confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 
directed to the Church Office at MNO-PQP-MMMR or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-78 PROTOCOLS 
 
The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 
cooperation in showing love to our neighbors. Adjustments will be made as needed throughout 
the summer.  

Arriving: Please park in the lower lot or on neighboring streets as we will use the space beside 
the building to gather. We will reserve a few upper lot spaces near Rhinecliff Street for those 
who need to be nearer the gathering space. Come a bit early to set up your own chair or use a 
metal folding chair provided. Bring a hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as you may be facing the 
morning sun. We will use the church sound system to help with hearing as we spread out. 
When you arrive, find the table to pick up a bulletin and self-contained communion elements.  

Masks and Social Distancing: Masks are required as we gather and assemble in socially 
distanced seating, and for all singing. There will be no physical sharing of the peace! 

Coffee Hour: Coffee, juice boxes, and other goodies will be spread out for coffee hour for those 
who want to stay for fellowship. 
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 
At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless. 

 Amen. 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.  

 God our comforter, 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn 
our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and 
greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead 
us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” 
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* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of 
wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING Jeremiah OO:ON–fg 

t was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil 
deeds. But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against 

me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him 
off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” But you, O 
Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your 
retribution upon them, for to you I have commiied my cause. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM jQ 

Save me, O God, by your name; in your might, defend my cause. 
Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, those who 

have no regard for God. 
Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life. 
Render evil to those who spy on me; in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
For you have rescued me from every trouble, and my eye looks down on my enemies.  

SECOND READING James R:OR–Q:R, M–Na 

ho is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 
are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have biier envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not 
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and 
selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace for those who make peace. 

I 

W 
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Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes 
and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL Mark l:Rg–RM 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

esus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will 
rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a liile child 
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the 
one who sent me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Ross Goodman 

SERMON Pastor Ross Goodman 

  

[J 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“All Are Welcome” 
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* APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you. 
Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this 
world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal 
our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict, especially Haiti 
and Afghanistan. Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work toward peaceful solutions 
to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their 
home or country. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find 
appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in 
your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

God of collaboration, you call us to share the gift of this building with the Cambridge 
Korean Presbyterian Church and the Sichem Temple. Open us to the ways that all three 
congregations can more fully live and worship in this space. Continue to bless the vibrant 
ministry rooted here. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your 
call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our 
commitment to them. We also pray especially for the needs of Aurelio, Beverly, Dan, Ed, 
Elna, Janna, Jeff, Jeffrey, John, Karma, Lois, Lorraine, Lynn, Meredith, and Paul. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all 
who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

* PEACE  

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 And also with you. 

MEAL 
* OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from 
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our 
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER 

Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (Said by online aDendees.) 

The ancient tradition of Spiritual Communion reminds us that when it is not possible to be 
present at the table, the desire to be united to Christ in the sacrament is enough for God to 
grant all the spiritual benefits of communion.  
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your church where 
your blessed body and blood are offered this day, we long to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving. We believe that you are truly present in the bread and the cup, and since 
we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let 
nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast 
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
* BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy 
Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN  

 “Jesus Loves Me!” 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
Return to indoor, in-person worship on October ^! | St. Paul will resume our usual schedule of 
Sunday morning activities, with indoor worship beginning on October R. The schedule will be: 

`:7aam | First Service 
8:7aam | Education Hour (Sunday School and Adult Forum) 
8:^;am | Confirmation 
7;:^;am | Second Service 

Please do not come to the church building if you are feeling ill! The second service will continue to be 
livestreamed on Facebook and will be available later on YouTube. If you decide to come to 
church for worship, we will wear masks, maintain physical distancing, have self-service 
communion, and use full service paper bulletins. More instructions and protocols for aiending 
Sunday School and viewing the livestreams will be in upcoming Weekly Updates and on our 
webpage.  
 
Wednesday Evening Prayer beginning September :8 at bpm on Zoom | Over the next three 
months, we will be partnering with three nearby Lutheran congregations for Evening Prayer 
followed by conversation focused on traditional ways of deepening our own spiritual lives. 
These conversations will draw from the book Soul Feast by Marjorie Thompson (the fgOQ or fgOj 
version of this classic). We hope you will consider joining in. See the Weekly Update for the 
Zoom link. 
 
Upcoming Adult Forums | Sundays, l:Oj–Og:Oj, Upper Lounge (Starting October R) 

• October 3 | “We've Never Done It That Way Before” Watch and discuss the recent 
Synod Assembly keynote address by Rev. Dr. Guy Erwin, President of United Lutheran 
Seminary 

• October 10 | “Art and Faith: Four Giants on the Margins” Discussion on DaVinci, 
Rembrandt, Michelangelo, Caravaggio with Pastor Liz Senft 

• October 17 | “A Tale of Two Pastors,” with Vicar W. Roger Randolph III 
• October 24 | Presentation/Discussion on Creation with Cathy Venkatesh  
• October 31 | “Art of the Reformation” with Pastor Liz Senft 

 
Nursery Workers Needed in October! | When we begin gathering together once again inside 
the building with our usual programming, our Nursery will also be open! We currently have 
two open positions for Nursery workers on Sunday mornings from lam–Ofpm. If you or 
someone you know might be interested, please contact Kourtni Paien at 
stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com. 
 

If you are not subscribed to the Weekly Update and would like to receive our email on Thursdays  
with information about events, Zoom links, and theological reflections,  

visit stpaularlington.org and click “Subscribe” to sign up! 
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lfl Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachuseis gfQMP 
Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: MNO-PQP-MMMR 

 
 

ST. PAUL STAFF 

The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 
The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate 

W. Roger Randolph III, Vicar 
Ryan Paien, Director of Music & Organist 

Kourtni Paien, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 
Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Closed until further notice. 
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