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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. You are invited to fill 

out the registration book that you can find at the end of the pew. We would love the 

opportunity to connect so that we may welcome you more fully.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come 

forward for a blessing.  

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy. Any hymns not printed here 

may be found in the red worship book in the pews; the hymns are in the second half of the 

book. The hymns are also available from the ushers as a separate bulletin. 

Children are always welcome at services. Children’s bulletins and crayons, as well as soft toys 

and story books, are available at the back of the church. Nursery care with trained child-care 

workers is available for infants and toddlers on the lower level. A changing table is located in 

the lower level restroom. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

Children’s Church is held during the second service on the first Sunday of each month, on 

special occasions, and each week over the summer. After the children’s time, children are 

invited to follow our Director of Children, Youth, and Families to one of the classrooms for a 

lesson. They will return for Communion. 

Accessibility: Listening devices are available from an usher. If you would like assistance with a 

wheelchair or walker, or if you would like Communion to be brought to you in your pew, 

please see an usher for assistance.  

Please join us for Coffee Hour each week immediately following the second service in the 

Fellowship Hall directly below the worship space.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

 

 

 



  

 3 

As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

    GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

 Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam  Gerald Near 
     (b. 1942) 

 Rorate caeli — Choral orné  Jeanne Demessieux 
(1921–1968) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us 

into the light of grace. 

Amen. 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

God of all time, we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In your mercy 

forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will 

endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and 

all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! Amen.  

* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Hark, the Glad Sound!”  ELW 239 

* GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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* KYRIE 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day when 

the desert would blossom and the waters would break fourth into wilderness. Bless us as we 

light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts, as we prepare for the coming of the 

Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be 

God forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 

that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

    WORD 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:1–10 

 The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming 

reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, 

for God is coming to save. 

he wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 

the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 

the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a 

fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 

terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the 

lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 

break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 

T 
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pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 

it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall 

be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 

with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 146:4–9 

The choir sings the antiphon, and then all repeat it: 

 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob [for] their help,* 

whose hope is in the [Lord ] their God; 

who made heaven and earth, … the seas and [all that] is in them;* 

who keeps his [promise] forever; 

who gives justice to those who [are] oppressed,* 

and food to [those] who hunger. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; … the Lord opens the [eyes of] the blind;* 

the Lord lifts up those who are [bow’d] down; 

the Lord loves the righteous; … the Lord [cares for] the stranger;* 

he sustains the orphan and widow, … but frustrates the [way of] the wicked. 

The Lord shall [reign] forever,* 

your God O Zion, … throughout all generations. … [Hal]-lelujah! 

Antiphon 

SECOND READING James 5:7–10 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

e patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 

rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 

Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 

is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

B 
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* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

* GOSPEL   Matthew 11:2–1 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison 

cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed 

being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.  
esus said to the disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 

one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME 

Young children are invited to the front of the sanctuary to hear a message at this time. 

  

J 
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SERMON    

“Faithful Impatience”  Pastor Ross Goodman 

A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  ELW 242 

* APOSTLES’ CREED 

 In response to the Gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we rejoice that your promises take on flesh in Jesus. Grant patience to your 

church awaiting the fulfillment of your reign of justice and peace. Restore in us the hope 

that we are called to proclaim to the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Life-giving God, we rejoice that you coax flowers from the desert and water from the 

wilderness. Send rain to parched fields and sun to flooded plains. Nurture all that lies 

sleeping under frozen ground. Inspire us to be good stewards of your creation as you have 

called us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Almighty God, we rejoice in your authority as Prince of peace. Deliver us from those who 

wield power through unjust and oppressive ways. Raise up prophets to speak your truth in 

this and every nation. We pray especially for people being affected by climate change, 

engaged in protest, suffering under state captivity, and those in conflict zones. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, we rejoice that you dwell in human bodies. Renew signs of your joyful 

presence in people of all shapes, sizes, ages, and abilities. Empower all to embrace their 
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callings and the gifts of your Spirit. Rid us of own stereotypes biases so that we may see the 

gifts in people that you have placed before us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We lift up to you all who are in need, especially Beverly, Ed, Janna, Karma, Lorraine, Louise, 

Lynn, Meredith, and Paul. We give thanks for all they offer us and the love and joy they 

bring to this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Generous God, we rejoice that you create us to praise you. Strengthen the voices and hands 

of all who prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth with music, dancing, and proclamation, in 

worship and in the community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we rejoice that all who die in Christ are raised to new life. We thank you for 

the lives of those who have prepared the way for us and have now joined the great cloud of 

witnesses. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day 

and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

* PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
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    MEAL 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  

 “Come, Beloved of the Maker” David Cherwien 

(b. 1957) 
 

Come, beloved of the Maker,  

come, behold the firstborn One; 

see revealed creation’s splendor 

crowned in glory like the sun. 

See the Morningstar now beckon  

to those bound to doubt and night; 

“Follow me,” Christ calls in welcome, 

“Come from darkness into light.” 

Follow to the birth of newness, 

to the life of peace. 

Follow to the hill of anguish,  

follow to the garden bliss.  

There we too will burn and brighten,  

God’s resplendent work begun;  

glory will ascend and heighten 

crowning us with glorious sun. 

Christ, bright image of the Maker, 

God, whose glory none may pass, 

Spirit, love and splendor,  

bear us into light at last.  

 Susan Palo Cherwien 

(b. 1953) 

* OFFERING HYMN 

Sung three times 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have already given to sustain 

our lives and to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in 

it, and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger.  

Amen.  
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also 

make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 

creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise 

to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for 

Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and this cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 

truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 

coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 

Most High, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Please feel free to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these 

translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Those not receiving the bread and 

wine may come forward for a blessing. Please come forward via the center aisle at the direction of the 

ushers. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. The first cup of wine is for drinking, the second 

for intinction (dipping), and the trays have individual glasses of red wine and grape juice. If you 

prefer to stay seated, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  

 “Lost in the Night”  ELW 243 

 “All Earth Is Hopeful”  ELW 266 

* TABLE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to feast 

with you and one another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 

and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table 

to proclaim your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR NANCY TIEDEMAN  
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. May 

God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of 

forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of 

equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and 

remain with you forever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN   

 “People, Look East”  ELW 248 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

 Prelude on "Bristol"  Healey Willan 
     (1880–1968) 

     

This week’s Chancel flowers were given by iim Fechtel, in memory of Bishop Ehme Rankin Osterbur 

 

SERVING THE LORD IN 

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

    Pastor Ross Goodman  Preacher and Presider 

    Vicar Samm Melton-Hill Assisting Minister 

    Ryan Patten Director of Music and Organist 

    Hollie Schmidt Deacon 

    Luke Hedlund, Annika Hedlund Acolytes 

    Peter Hedlund Lector 

    Jennifer Warr-Parker, Nancy Tiedeman Altar Guild 

    Norma Ofsthun, Melissa Brown Ushers 

    Marie Breitenbach Coffee Hour 

    Beverly Hjorth Teller 

 

 

You are invited to take this bulletin home for reflection on the service 

and as a reminder of the announcements. If you prefer to leave it behind,  

please place it in the basket in the Narthex and it will be recycled.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHURCH NEWS 

Gather Groups 2020 | January and February: Gather Groups are gatherings of church members 

who meet in each other's home for shared dinners. They are a great way to meet the people in 

our congregation and to deepen our connections to one another. You can sign up in person on 

sheets available in the Fellowship Hall. You can also email Taryn Walsh at 

tarynewalsh@gmail.com Once the groups have been put together, a team leader will contact all 

the members of the group to begin scheduling the dinners. Questions? Speak with, Ross, Samm, 

or Taryn. Would you like to be a team leader? Let us know when you sign up! 

End-of-Year Pledges | Pledged commitments directly determine what it is possible for us 

through mission and service, education and discipleship, and worship and music: Well over 

half of Saint Paul’s annual revenue come from pledged commitments. Pledge cards are also 

available in the Narthex, can be emailed to you, or found in the Weekly Update. To date, we 

gratefully have received pledges from 63 out of 115 households; totaling $240,000 towards our 

goal of $360,000. Thank you for your generosity! 

Advent for the Weary Soul | December 19 6:30pm-7:30pm | Join us for a midweek Advent 

service as we make space for grief, joy, sadness, and hope blended together for prayer and 

healing. Drawing from familiar traditions like Blue Christmas and The Longest Night of the Year, 

we’ll spend time together and share prayer, song, word, and holy communion. Children’s 

activities and childcare is provided during the service. We look forward to seeing you! 

Adult Forum | Today, December 15: Advent Bible Study: Join us as we dive into the Word in 

new and creative ways! 

New Flower Chart | Come sign up to donate flowers that adorn our Chancel in 2020! Our new 

flower chart is in the Lower Narthex. Flowers cost $40, checks are made out to St. Paul with 

“Chancel Flowers” in the memo. Payment can be mailed, placed in the offering plate, or left in 

the 3rd floor Altar Guild mailbox. A dedication may be placed in the worship bulletin by 

emailing parishadmin@stpaularlington.org or by calling the office at 781-646-7773. 

Christmas Eve Services | December 24, 4pm and 9pm: Join us for worship. Both services will 

include holy communion. The 9pm gathering will be a candlelight service.   

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Drinks with the Vicar! | Friday, December 20, 5–7:30pm: In lieu of Coffee with the Vicar and in 

the midst of the holidays, Samm will be holding Drinks with Vicar just once this month. Join her 

in Waltham at the Mighty Squirrel Brewery to stop by and chat or ask any questions you may 

have.  

Social Ministry |Arlington EATS Market is requesting donations focused on the upcoming 

holidays in addition to routine needs. Thank you to all who participated in last month’s 

donations!  

 

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

 

ST. PAUL STAFF 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Samm Melton-Hill, Vicar 

Ryan Patten, Director of Music & Organist 

Kourtni Patten, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Lorelei Mann, Parish Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Thursday 9am–4pm 
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