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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. You are invited to fill 

out the registration book that you can find at the end of the pew. We would love the 

opportunity to connect so that we may welcome you more fully.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come 

forward for a blessing.  

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy. Any hymns not printed here 

may be found in the red worship book in the pews; the hymns are in the second half of the 

book. The hymns are also available from the ushers as a separate bulletin. 

Children are always welcome at services. Children’s bulletins and crayons, as well as soft toys 

and story books, are available at the back of the church. Nursery care with trained child-care 

workers is available for infants and toddlers on the lower level. A changing table is located in 

the lower level restroom. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

Children’s Church is held during the second service on the first Sunday of each month, on 

special occasions, and each week over the summer. After the children’s time, children are 

invited to follow our Director of Children, Youth, and Families to one of the classrooms for a 

lesson. They will return for Communion. 

Accessibility: Listening devices are available from an usher. If you would like assistance with a 

wheelchair or walker, or if you would like Communion to be brought to you in your pew, 

please see an usher for assistance. 

Please join us for Coffee Hour each week immediately following the second service in the 

Fellowship Hall directly below the worship space.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

    GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

 O Lamm Gottes unschuldig, BWV 1095 J. S. Bach 
 (1685–1750) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and 

beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. 

Amen. 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ 

crucified and risen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God who searches us and knows us, you have shown us what is good, but we have 

looked to other lights to find our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. 

We have chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of walking 

humbly with you. With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us 

your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from 

God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: 

You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of 

heaven.  

Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW 815

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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* CANTICLE OF PRAISE at 10:30am 

 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 

grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 49:1–7 

 Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before her 

birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate 

assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for 

this task.  

isten to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me 

before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth 

like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in 

his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will 

be glorified. ”But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and 

vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 

And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back 

to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

and my God has become my strength—he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be 

my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give 

you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 

abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they 

shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who 

has chosen you.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

L 
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PSALM 40 

At 10:30am the choir sings the antiphon, and then all repeat it: 

 

I waited patiently up-[on] the Lord;* 

he stooped to me and [heard] my cry. 

 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, … out of the [mire] and clay;* 

 he set my feet upon a high cliff, … and made my [foot]-ing sure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, … a song of [praise to] our God;* 

many shall see and stand in awe, … and put their [trust in] the Lord. 

 Happy are they who [trust in] the Lord!* 

 They do not resort to evil spirits, … or turn to [false] gods. 

Antiphon 

Great things are they that you have done O Lord my God! …  

How great your wonders [and] your plans for us!* 

There is none who can be com-[pared] with you. 

 Oh that I could make them [known] and tell them!* 

 But they are more than [I] can count. 

In sacrifice and offering you [take] no pleasure;* 

you have given me [ears] to hear you; 

 burnt-offering and sin-offering you have [not] required,* 

 and so I said, … “Be-[hold] I come.” 

Antiphon 

In the roll of the book it is [written] concerning me:* 

‘I love to do your will O my God; … your law is [deep in] my heart.’ 

 I proclaimed righteousness in the great [con]-gregation;* 

 behold I did not restrain my lips; … and that O [Lord] you know. 

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; … 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and [your] deliverance;* 

I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great [con]-gregation. 

 You are the Lord; … do not withhold your com-[pas]-sion from me;* 

 let your love and your faithfulness keep me [safe] forever. 

Antiphon 

  



 7 

SECOND READING at 10:30am 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by 

spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the 

fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

aul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 

in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 

of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that 

you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

* GOSPEL John 1:29-42 

 The holy gospel according to John. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what 

they have found. 

ohn the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 

who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came 

baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, 

“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did 

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 

see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 

myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

P 

J 
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The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 

walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 

this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 

“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 

“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he 

was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 

afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him 

and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated 

Peter). 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME at 10:30am 

Young children are invited to the front of the sanctuary to hear a message at this time. 

SERMON  

“Looking” Pastor Ross Goodman 

A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult”  ELW 696 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all who long to hear God’s voice.  

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, thank you for the testimony of disciples throughout the generations and for 

opportunities to proclaim your mercy. Reveal your truth and glory to all who ponder your 

word of life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Creating God, we marvel at the abundance of the world you have made. Give us confidence 

in our calling to be stewards of the earth so that our lives are in fellowship with all creation. 

Help us to work to preserve and care for this earth. We pray for the people, animals, and all 

of nature that has been affected by climate change. This week we pray especially for 

Australia and Puerto Rico. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Almighty God, we are thankful for all who have marched for justice and advocated for 

peace. Entrust our elected leaders with strength, wisdom, and a discerning spirit, so that 

both our words and our actions serve you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of hope, thank you for your constant presence as you walk with your children through 

the challenges of joblessness, homelessness, grief, and sickness. Gather your community 

around all who need your healing power, so that they find strength in you and your people. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift up to you all who are in need, especially Beverly, Ed, Janna, Jeff, Karma, Lorraine, 

Louise, Lynn, Meredith, Mike, and Paul. We give thanks for all they offer us and the love 

and joy they bring to this world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of persistence, we glory in the gifts of our church leaders. Bless and strengthen our 

council members, staff, pastors, worship leaders, lay ministry, and all those who offer their 

gifts to this community. We pray that we all work together would serve your mission. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for the whole communion of saints, each called in their own 

time to serve you. Inspire our lives with their testimony. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

* PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
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MEAL 

OFFERING ANTHEM at 10:30am 

 Josquin des Prez 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nostri. (c. 1450–1521) 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

 * OFFERING HYMN  

”Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 182  

* OFFERING PRAYER 

God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring 

forth this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all that 

you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; 

we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life.  

Amen.  

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In 

the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new 

and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 

love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.  

We praise you, O God.  

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 

throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER 

Please feel free to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these 

translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 

request. The first cup of wine is for drinking and the second is for intinction (dipping). If you prefer 

to stay seated, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 

At 8:15am please gather around the table. Grape juice is available in the third glass. Please return to 

your seats after the blessing. 

At 10:30am those not receiving the bread and wine may come forward for a blessing. Please come 

forward via the center aisle at the direction of the ushers. The trays have individual glasses of red 

wine and grape juice. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”  ELW 737 

* TABLE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of 

salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and 

share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you 

united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be with you always.  

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN   

 “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”  ELW 314 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

 Selections from O Lamm Gottes unschuldig, BWV 656 J. S. Bach 

 (1685–1750)  
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SERVING THE LORD IN 

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

    Pastor Ross Goodman Preacher and Presider  

    Vicar Samm Melton-Hill Assisting Minister 

    Ryan Patten Director of Music and Organist 

    Eric Haugen Deacon 

    Leila Topi 8:15 Acolyte 

    Charlotte and Stella Turner 10:30 Acolytes 

    Eric Hanson Lector 

    Jennifer Warr Parker and Taryn Walsh Altar Guild 

    Norma Ofsthun and Scott Vermilya Ushers 

    John Turner and Norma Ofsthun Tellers 

 

 

You are invited to take this bulletin home for reflection on the service 

and as a reminder of the announcements. If you prefer to leave it behind,  

please place it in the basket in the Narthex and it will be recycled.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Below are highlights from our announcements this week. For more information, please see our Weekly 

Update email. You can subscribe from our website (stpaularlington.org—click SUBSCRIBE in the 

navigation menu at the top of the page) or like us on Facebook! Please send announcements via email to 

parishadmin@stpaularlington.org by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in the coming Sunday’s bulletin. 

Announcements received after that will be published the following week. 

CHURCH NEWS 

    Annual Meeting | Save the date! The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place directly 

after the 10:30am service in the Fellowship Hall on February 2. If you are submitting an annual 

report, please do so by the end of the day today, Sunday January 19. 

Adult Forum | Today, 9:15am Upper Lounge | Climate Change in 2020 – Science, Faith, and 

Action: Confused, overwhelmed, not sure where to start or what to do about climate change? 

Join Cathy Venkatesh for a review of current climate science and a discussion of personal and 

community actions we can take. In addition to her theological education, Cathy has an M.S. in 

Forestry and works as an educator for MassAudubon’s Habitat Sanctuary in Belmont. 

Green Team Meeting | Today 12pm–2pm, Classroom 6 | Meets in Classroom 6 Bring lunch 

and join the Green Team for a meeting and a tour of the building. 

Upcoming CYF Events | The second meeting of our new OWL program happens today at 6pm! 

(For more information, please contact Kourtni Patten at family@stpaularlington.org). Sunday 

School is now in session, and Confirmation Class will resume on February 2. 

Noisy Offering Sunday | On January 26, bring your loose change and lonely pennies to church 

to give to the monthly Noisy Offering benefitting the Massachusetts Bail Fund.  

The Massachusetts Bail Fund reports that there are some people awaiting trial and sitting in jail 

for months and even years at a time- some whose bail is as little as $50. They also report that 

nearly 40% of the individuals who reside at the women’s prison MCI-Framingham are pre-trial 

people who only remain there because they can’t afford their bail. But, the Mass Bail Fund is 

hoping to fix that. The Mass Bail Fund was created to address the inequity of the bail system 

and provides up to $500 of bail for low-income individuals in Massachusetts. 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Arlington EATS | As we get into the depths of winter, please continue your wonderful support 

of the Arlington EATS Market, the local Arlington Food Pantry. Items high on the request list 

for this time of year are taco kits or canned meals such as soups or meals in a can (ravioli, chili, 

or beef stew). Cooking oil and baking items (sugar and flour) are also useful. For other ideas, 

please check their website as they do provide an updated list. Thank you to Jim Wichmann for 

delivering our contributions each Tuesday during January! 

 



 16 

 

 
929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

 

ST. PAUL STAFF 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Samm Melton-Hill, Vicar 

Ryan Patten, Director of Music & Organist 

Kourtni Patten, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Lorelei Mann, Parish Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Thursday 9am–4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgical materials and visuals reproduced by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003024.  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music reprinted under OneLicense #A-709763. 

All rights reserved.  Psalm reprinted from St. Martin’s Psalter by Thomas Pavlechko. Copyright © 2010 St. James Music Press. 


