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     elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:15am | Service with Holy Communion in  

                 Nave  

9:00am | Choir Practice 

9:30am | Education Hour with Sunday School,  

                 Confirmation and Adult Forum 

10:30am | Service with Holy Communion in   

                   Nave and Online 

11:30am | Coffee Hour

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul 

Lutheran Facebook page. A Facebook 

account is not necessary to stream, 

however, without a Facebook account 

the stream works on a computer browser 

only and not on a phone. 

WEEKLY UPDATE NEWSLETTER 

Sign up for Weekly Update newsletter by going to our website at www.stpaularlington.org 

and clicking on SUBSCRIBE.  

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE: 

Marie Breitenbach and Taryn Walsh, Altar Guild 

Amelia C., Acolyte 

Josh Davis, Lector 

Kathleen Kean, Deacon 

Bev Hjorth, Cantor 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Matt Carter Livestream Broadcast 

Peter and Hollie Schmidt and Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.stpaularlington.org/
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. At the ☩, you may  

make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

Meditation   Marcel Mihailovici (1898-1985) 

Mark Olson, trumpet 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 

and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 

you grant to all people. 

We oppress others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched open wide 

to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

“Making Our Way”   ACS 979   
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*GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

*KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may 

proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 43:16—21

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian 

bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of 

Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus. 

hus says the Lord, 

who makes a way in the sea, 

  a path in the mighty waters, 

  who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down; they cannot rise; 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

  Do not remember the former things 

  or consider the things of old. 

  I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

  The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches, 

 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

   the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

T 
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PSALM  (at 8:15 the Psalm is read responsively)    Psalm 126 

 

   When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 

  then were we like | those who dream. 

  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.” 

  The Lord has done great | things for us, 

  and we are | glad indeed. 

  Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 

  like the watercourses | of the Negeb.  

  Those who | sowed with tears 

  will reap with | songs of joy. 

  Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.         

SECOND READING   Philippians 3:4b—14 

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more 

reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of 

God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values. 

aul writes:  If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 

 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of 

the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

   Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow 

I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

   Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to 

lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me.  Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 

that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead,  I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

P  
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* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (10:30 only)  

 

 
 

 
 

* GOSPEL  John 12:1—8 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

ix days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 

raised from the dead.  There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 

was one of those reclining with him.  Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 

nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 

fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 

betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 

given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor but because he was a 

thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, “Leave 

her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have 

the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”   

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Ross Goodman 

SERMON  “Got Faith?”  Pastor Ross Goodman 

  

S 

Lord to whom    shall we go? 

 
You have the words of      eternal life. 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY    

 “Take My Life, That I May Be”   ELW 583 
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APOSTLE’S CREED  

In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

The leader will read the first and last prayer, 

those in the congregation are invited to read 

aloud the other prayers as they feel called.  

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in 

prayer for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. 

A brief silence 

The church declares your praise, O God. 

Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s 

imagination, Paul’s transformed identity, 

and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our 

lives, too, may be poured out in love as 

we trust in your promises. God, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

The earth declares your praise, O God. 

Make a way for the planet’s future in the 

sea and the wilderness, the mountains 

and plains, the tundra and wetlands.  

 

Repair habitats and sustainable 

ecosystems on, above, and beneath the 

ground. God, in your mercy, receive our 

prayer. 

The nations declare your praise, O God. 

Where religious differences divide, bring 

together those who worship you in the 

name of Jesus Christ and those who call 

to you with different names. Guide 

interreligious dialogue, that faith may 

unite rather than divide communities. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

The people declare your praise, O God. 

Restore those whose hope has been 

dampened through a health diagnosis, 

job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring 

healing to those in need, especially Dan, 

Lynn, Meredith, Norma, Paul, and Susan. 

May all who weep now sing songs of joy 
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again. God, in your mercy, receive our 

prayer. 

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, 

O God. We thank you for artists who 

proclaim the gospel, especially Albrecht 

Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and Lucas 

Cranach. Inspire music, poetry, and 

images that proclaim the new thing you 

are doing. God, in your mercy, receive 

our prayer.  

Your suffering people still declare your 

praise, O God. Comfort those who cry 

out in anguish at the destruction in 

Myanmar. Hold closely those who lost 

loved ones. Strengthen the people who 

will rebuild homes and lives in the wake 

of the tragedy. God, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The communion of saints declares your 

praise, O God. We give thanks for those 

who have died and taught us to live 

according to your Word, especially 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer. We trust in the one 

who has made them his own: Christ 

Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. God, 

in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and 

draw all things together in your love, in 

the name of Jesus, who leads us from 

death to life.  

Amen. 

* PEACE    Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

ANTHEM 

“O God of Mercy”   Simon Lole (b. 1957) 

O God of mercy, God of might,  

In love and pity infinite,  

Teach us as ever in thy sight,  

To live our life to thee.  

 

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care 

What'e'er it be, 'tis ours to share,  

May we, where help is needed 

there give help as unto thee. 

And may the Holy Spirit  

move all those who live in love,  

Till thou shalt greet  

in heav'n agree in heav'n above.  

All those who give to thee.
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MEAL 
* OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

All creation sings your praise. 

Sun, moon, and stars reflect your glory. 

Mountains, lakes, and forests declare your wonders. 

With Sarah and Abraham we go out in faith, trusting your promise. 

With Miriam and Moses we celebrate our deliverance from bondage. 

With Naomi and Ruth we bind ourselves together in covenant love. 

With Jonathan and David we delight in the gift of deep and abiding friendship. 

With Mary and Elizabeth we welcome your presence in the birth of Jesus, 

the Holy One. 

With Lazarus, Martha, and Mary we give thanks for the blessings of family. 

With disciples and followers we marvel at the reign of God come near. 

With saints through the ages we ponder the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With hearts full of memories and hopes, 

we break this bread and share this cup, 

remembering the death and resurrection of Christ, 

and his promise to be with us always 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request.  

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available in each tray. 

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church.  The pastors will motion the 

first people forward. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  (10:30 only) 

“In the Singing” (sing twice) ELW 466  
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* TABLE BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Generous Host, 

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

The peace of God,  

which surpasses all understanding,  

keep your hearts and your minds  

in ☩ Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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* SENDING HYMN 

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”  ELW 833 
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* DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Two Latin dances: No. 1 Bossa Nova         Lauren Bernofsky (b. 1967) 

 

Announcements & Upcoming Happenings at SAINT PAUL 

PASTOR ROSS’S RETIREMENT PARTY | May 17, 5-8pm 

New time for May 17 gathering will be from 5-8pm.  Evites are going out Thursday 

night, April 3. If you have not gotten and invitation via email by Friday, April 4 it may 

be because we don't have your correct email or you don't subscribe to the weekly news. 

Call or email by Jen at parishadmin@stpaularlington.org to be included on the list. 

 

ST. PAUL SUMMER RETREAT WEEKEND AT CAMP CALUMET  

Calumet Retreat! St. Paul Calumet Retreat.  Weekend of August 22-24.  This is an 

annual tradition to relax, reflect, and reconnect with each other in the beautiful 

environment of Camp Calumet on Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire.  All are welcome 

to join us for this weekend! Register using this form: https://rb.gy/mi7doh 

FAMILY FRIENDLY GOOD FRIDAY | April 18, 12:30-1:30pm 

Join us for a Family Friendly Good Friday Lesson and Activity, April 18 12:30-1:30.  This 

activity is open to our whole community, with a focus on our youngest members to 

learn about this part of the Easter Story. 

EASTER FLOWERS | Orders needed by April 7, 12pm 

Forms are in the Upper Narthex: lilies, hyacinth, daffodils, tulips, hydrangea, $9 -$21.75. 

HOLY  WEEK SCHEDULE  

Maundy Thursday (April 17) – 7:30 service 

Good Friday (April 18) – 7:30 service 

Easter Vigil (April 19) – 7:00 service. Chocolate fountain and champagne after service.  

Easter Sunday (April 20) – 8:15 and 10:30 services. Fellowship Hall Breakfast potluck 

from 9:00-10:30. Pick up Hallelujah Chorus Choir for 10:30 service will practice at 10:00. 

MIDWEEK LENT SUPPERS | Wednesdays in Lent March 12- April 9 

Join us Wednesdays in Lent at 6:30 for a simple meal and fellowship, followed by worship 

with music of Holden Evening Prayer at 7:15 pm. Soup supper provided by Turner/White.  

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
https://rb.gy/mi7doh
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                         www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Samantha Menapace, Vicar 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator  

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Heichler, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Pierson Oliver 

Taryn Walsh 

 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Marie Breitenbach 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen  

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Transition Committee Peter Hedlund & Sandy Walker 
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